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Banyan Tree Global Foundation Invites 2022 Greater Good Grants’ Project Entries

Captions (L-R): Farming at Banyan Tree Ringha; crafting of the signature Banyan Tree essential oil burner; and traditional fishing at Banyan Tree
Lang Co.

Singapore, 29 July 2021 — Amidst the COVID-19 pandemic, Banyan Tree Global Foundation launched the
inaugural Greater Good Grants (GGG) in 2020 to support impactful initiatives that benefit local communities
and environments where the Group operates. It is now opened for GGG project entries for the year 2022,
prioritising timely projects that will tackle contemporary issues, impacted by Covid-19.

The Grant was announced at a critical time, as the pandemic was affecting people and livelihoods and forced
more to tap on natural resources to ease economic damage. There are also reports of funding being pulled
from various conservation initiatives and cultural heritage projects across the world.

As a global hospitality group founded on the core value of driving sustainable development, Banyan Tree
Group has always championed social and environmental causes and sought to create long-term value for
multiple stakeholders and destinations. Its first property, Banyan Tree Phuket, was built on a desecrated tin
mining site, after the land was restored into a lush natural ecosystem.

The first round of GGG saw eight NGOs selected based on their projects that fall under one of the six focal
areas: Biodiversity & Conservation, Resource Use & Waste Management, Climate Change & Resilience,
Education & Empowerment, Health & Protection and Culture & Livelihood. These align with the UN
Sustainable Developmental Goals (SDGs) and the Group’s core ethos of “Embracing the Environment,
Empowering People”.

Celebrating the Inaugural Impact

Most of the inaugural projects focused on protecting our natural world, including the habitats and
ecosystems of Borneo’s rainforests, Mahakam Delta in Indonesia, Bach Ma National Park in Vietnam, and
Anlung Pring Wetlands in Cambodia.

So far, there has been encouraging progress. For example, the Anlung Pring Wetlands project for example,
aims to tackle agricultural waste in order to protect a threatened waterbird species known as the Sarus Crane.
Within the first 3 months, at least 990 pieces of toxic waste were diverted for proper disposal after installing
dedicated waste storage boxes and active awareness-raising programmes with locals.

Other initiatives are people-centric. The water sanitation project in Bumi Indah village, Indonesia by Loola
Adventure Resort changed the lives of approximately 180 villagers. The entire village was cleaned of plastic
waste — which turned into construction material. All 37 households were given access to clean water,
upgraded bathroom and kitchen facilities, as well as start-up funds for micro-farming to enhance livelihood.

Forging Ahead with GGG for Year 2022
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Now, Banyan Tree Global Foundation is prioritising projects that will tackle contemporary issues — some of
which have arisen in light of the ongoing and developing impacts of Covid-19. Thus, the main focus areas
for projects include:

e Physical, mental health and wellbeing of women and children in indigenous communities

e Fresh water access, sanitation, health and hygiene

e Control of mosquito-borne diseases

e Alternative livelihood development that promotes or protects local culture and/or the environment
e Management of food waste

e Remote access to education and learning

“The ongoing pandemic has affected many people in one way or another, but the indigenous communities
are especially vulnerable. We hope to connect with projects related to cultural and social environments and
provide them with seed funding to get underway. At the same time, society as a whole is also facing other
pressing issues such as mosquito-borne disease and food waste, which have to be addressed urgently,” says
Dr Steve Newman, Assistant Vice President, Group Sustainability Director and Coordinating Director of Banyan
Tree Global Foundation.

To ensure effectiveness in the long run, each project is assessed based on its demonstrated need and urgency;
leverage of local, regional and national partnerships to deliver measurable impact; and scalability with clear
evaluation of success.

The closing date for project proposal submissions is 12AM (GMT +8) on 30 September 2021, and funds will be
issued in January 2022. Project grants are up to US$10,000, and organisation affiliation is required to receive
and administer the grant. Submissions will be reviewed by the Board of Directors of Banyan Tree Global
Foundation and an internal panel of stakeholders.

Ms Claire Chiang, Co-founder & Senior Vice President of Banyan Tree Group and Chairperson of Banyan Tree
Global Foundation says: “To further drive sustainability stewardship, we seek to extend greater impact
through partnerships. Tourism has significant transformative power in the face of unprecedented global
change and inequality. The pandemic has devastated livelihoods worldwide. Our efforts integrate social and
environmental responsibility throughout operations and travellers’ experience to serve the greater good,
and ensure resilience for business, people and the planet.”

For more information on grant application, visit Greater Good Grants.
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ABOUT BANYAN TREE GROUP

Banyan Tree Group (“Banyan Tree Holdings Limited” or the “Group”) is one of the world’s leading independent, multi-branded
hospitality groups. The Group’s diversified portfolio of hotels, resorts, spas, galleries, golf and residences is centered on five
award-winning brands (Banyan Tree, Angsana, Cassia, Dhawa and Laguna) that offer exceptional design-led experiences for
global travellers of today and tomorrow.

Founded in 1994 on the core concept of sustainability, Banyan Tree Holdings seeks to create long-term value for all stakeholders
and destinations across its network of properties, products and brands, through a purpose-driven mission. With 7,800
associates across 22 countries, Banyan Tree Management Academy (BTMA) was established in 2008 to support the Group’s
goals through advancing people development, management excellence, and learning with integrity and meaning.

Banyan Tree Holdings has received 2,759 industry awards and accolades since inception. It has also received recognition for its
commitment to environmental protection and community development through its Banyan Tree Global Foundation (BTGF),
which aligns the Group’s efforts to the UN Sustainable Development Goals. Executing on its regionalised growth strategy, the
Group’s global footprint continues to grow with 35 new hotels and resorts under design and construction in the pipeline, in
addition to 48 operating hotels in 13 countries as of 31 December 2020.

Banyan Tree Holdings entered a strategic long-term partnership with Accor in 2016 to develop and manage Banyan Tree branded
hotels around the world along with the access to Accor’s global reservations and sales network, as well as the loyalty programme
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http://www.banyantreeglobalfoundation.com/applying-for-a-grant
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/sxkt3wmj91a5iqz/AACkLG9e3cX9wQYgRO9XJC_Na?dl=0
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ALL - Accor Live Limitless. It also formed a joint venture with China Vanke Co. Ltd. in 2017 - focusing on active ageing and
wellness hospitality projects.
www.banyantree.com  www.angsana.com www.cassia.com  www.dhawa.com www.lagunaphuket.com
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